PROCEEDINGS 


OF THE 


AMERICAN PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY. 


Special Meeting, July 14. 
Present, five members. 
Dr. Vice-President, the Chair. 


The presiding officer announced the death Benjamin 
Richards, Esq. Treasurer the Society, which occurred 
the 13th inst. the fifty-third year his age, and stated that 
had called this special meeting consequence thereof. 

Whereupon, after some remarks Judge Kane the pub- 
lic and private life and virtues the deceased, the following 
resolutions were proposed him and unanimously adopted. 

Resolved, That the members will attend the funeral mourners. 

That member appointed prepare notice the life and 
character Mr. Richards, the late Treasurer this Society. 

That the members tender their sympathy and condolence the 
family the deceased, and that the Secretary instructed com- 
municate them copy these proceedings. 

Judge Kane was appointed, under the second resolution, 
prepare obituary notice Mr. Richards. 


Stated Meeting, July 18. 
Present, twelve members. 
Dr. Vice-President, the Chair. 


Letters were 

From the Imperial Society Naturalists Moscow, dated 
Moscow, 18th—30th April, 26th September, and 8th October, 
1850, announcing donations this 
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From the Smithsonian Institution, dated Washington, July 
16, 1851, returning acknowledgment for No. the Pro- 
ceedings this Society: and— 

From Charles Dillaway, for the Publication Committee 
the Boston Society Natural History, dated Boston, July 
12, 1851, accompanying portion the Proceedings that 
Society, which had not been previously received. 

The following donations were 


FOR THE LIBRARY. 


Quarterly Journal the Geological Society. Vol. VIII. No. 26. 
May the Society. 

Proceedings the Linnean Society London. Nos. XXXV. 
(Nov. 1848, June 18, 1850), with the title page and 
Index Vol. List Members the Society for 1850. 
London. the Society. 

Proceedings the Geological and Polytechnic Society the West 
Riding Yorkshire. 1850. Leeds. the Society. 

Thirtieth Report the Council the Leeds Philosophical and Li- 
terary Society, the close the session, 1849-50. Leeds. 
the Society. 

Bulletin Société Impériale des Naturalistes Moscou. No. 
Society. 

Smithsonian Contributions Knowledge. Vol. Washington, 
the Smithsonian Institution. 

Experimental Researches Electricity. 24th, 25th, 26th and 27th 
Series. Michael Faraday, Esq. D.C.L. F.R.S. London. 4to. 
(Phil. Trans. Part for the Author. 

The African Repository. Vol. XXVII. June and 
July, 1851. Washington. the American Coloni- 
zation Society. 

Elements Latin Pronunciation, for the use Students Language, 
Law, Medicine, Zoology, Botany, and the Sciences generally, 
which Latin words are used. Haldeman, A.M. Profes- 
sor Natural History the University Pennsylvania. 
delphia, 1851. the Author. 

Relation the Chemical Constitution Bodies Taste. Prof. 
Horsford, Harvard College. the Author. 

The American Journal the Medical Sciences. No. New 
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Series. July, 1851. Philadelphia. Isaac Hays, 
M.D., Editor. 

The Medical News and Vol. IX. No. 103. July, 1851. 
Philadelphia. 8vo.—From Blanchard Lea. 

Collection Pamphlets, 173 number, embracing Public Docu- 
ments the State Massachusetts, the cities Boston, Rox- 
bury and Lowell, the towns Concord and Dorchester; Reports 
the Massachusetts General Hospital, the State Lunatic Hospital 
Worcester, the American Asylum Hartford, &c. &c. with 
variety others different Dr. Edward 
Jarvis. 

Documents Relating the Manufacture Iron Pennsylvania. 
Published behalf the Convention Iron Masters which met 
Philadeiphia the 20th December, 1849. Philadelphia, 1850. 
8vo.— From Charles Smith, Esq. 

The Plough, the Loom and the Anvil. Vol. 1V. No.1. July, 
1851. Philadelphia. Skinner, Esq. Editor. 

Monthly Notices the Royal Astronomical Society. Vol. XI. No. 
May 9,1851. London. the Society. 

Astronomical Observations made during the Year 1846, the Na- 
tional Observatory, Washington; under the direction 
Maury, Lieut. Navy, Superintendent Commodore War- 
rington, Chief Bureau and Hydrography. Vol. 
Washington, 1851. 4to.—From the Observatory. 

Journal the Franklin Institute. Third Series. Vol. No. 
July, 1851. Philadelphia. 8vo.—From the Institute. 

Proceedings the Boston Society Natural History. Vol. II. from 
page 137 end: Vol. III. complete: Vol. IV. page 16. 
Boston. 8vo.—From the Society. 


Judge Kane, pursuant appointment the special meeting 
held 14th inst., read obituary notice Richards, Esq. 
late Treasurer the Society. 

The stated business the meeting, the balloting for new 
members, was necessarily postponed, consequence there 
not being the requisite quorum present. 

Mr. Trego, the part the Reporter, laid the table 
No. the Proceedings the Society, recently published. 

motion, was resolved, that the Society will, its next 
meeting, proceed elect Treasurer the place Mr. 
Richards, deceased, and that, the mean time, the Committee 
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Finance take order for the performance the duties the 
office. 

Pending nominations, Nos. 256 261, inclusive, were 


Stated 15. 
Present, five members. 
Dr. Parrerson, President, the Chair. 


Letters were read:— 

From Director the Central Physical Ob-. 
servatory St. Petersburg, dated 15th—27th June, 1851, 
relation exchange publications with this 

From Wilhelm Braumiiller, publishing agent the Im- 
perial Academy Sciences Vienna, announcing donation 
from the 

From the Linnean Society London, dated Soho Square, 


June 1851, returning thanks for the Proceedings this So- 
ciety, No. 45:— 

From the American Antiquarian Society, dated Worcester, 
Mass., July 17, 1851,—and from the Regents the Universi- 
the State New York, dated Albany, July 21, 1851, 
acknowledging the receipt No. the Proceedings. 

The following donations were announced 


FOR THE LIBRARY. 


Sitzungsberichte der Kaiserlichen Akademie der Wissenschaften.— 
Philosophisch-historische Classe. Jahrgang, 1850. (Jan. 
Dec.) Wien, 1850. the Imperial Academy 
Sciences Vienna. 

Archiv fiir Kunde Geschichts-Quellen. Herausgege- 
ben von der zur Pflege Geschichte aufgestellten 
Commission der Kaiserlichen Akademie der Wissenschaften. 
Wien, 1850. the same. 

Fontes Rerum Geschichtsquellen. 
Herausgegeben von der Historischen Commission der Kaiserlichen 


Akademie der Wissenschaften Wien. Zweite Abtheilung. 
Diplomataria Acta. Band. Liber Fundationum Monasterii 
Wien, the same. 

Transactions the Linnean Society London. Vol. 
With List the Society for 1850. London, 1851. 
the Society. 

Proceedings the Linnean Society. No. XLIV. London, 1851. 
8vo.—From the same. 

Proceedings the Royal Institution Great Britain, from May 
June 1851. London. the Institution. 

Annales des Mines. Tome XIX. livraison 1851. Paris. 
From the Engineers des Mines. 

Smithsonian Reports. Notices Public Libraries the United 
States Charles Jewett, Librarian the 
Smithsonian Institution. Washington, 1851. the 
Smithsonian Institution. 

The American Journal Science and Arts. Second Series. Vol. 
1851. New Haven. 8vo.—From Profs. 
Silliman and Dana, Editors. 

The Massachusetts System Common Schools, being enlarged 
and revised edition the Tenth Annual Report the First Se- 
cretary the Massachusetts Board Education. Boston, 1849. 
Reports the Massachusetts Colonization Society, from 1844 
1850, inclusive. First Annual Report the Trustees Dona- 
tions for Education Liberia. Jan. An- 
nual Report the Board Managers the Prison Discipline 
Society. Boston. May, 1850. Ten Years Colportage 
America. New York, the Hon. Simon 
Greenleaf. 

Perpetual Calendar for Old and New Style. Nathaniel Shurt- 
Second Edition. Boston, (Privately printed. 
150 copies for private Shurtleff, Esq. 

Researches, illustrative the functional oneness, unity 
and diffusion Nervous Action, opposition the anatomical 
assumption four sets Nerves and fourfold set functions 
and transmitted impressions with brief exposition the philo- 
sophy vivisection and sensation. Bennet Dowler, M.D., 
New Orleans, &c. &c. New Orleans. June, 1851. 8vo.— 
From the Author. 

The Medical News and Library. Vol. IX. No. August, 
1851. Philadelphia. Blanchard Lea. 
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The Plough, the Loom and Anvil. Vol. No. August, 1851. 
Philadelphia. 8vo.—From Skinner, Esq. Editor. 

Report the Twentieth Meeting the British Association for the 
Advancement Science, held Edinburgh, July and August, 
1850. London, 1851. the Association. 

Journal the Franklin Institute. Series. Vol. XXII. No. 
August, 1851. Philadelphia. 8vo.—From the Institute. 

The African Repository. Vol. No. August, 1851. 
Washington. 8vo.—From the American Colonization Society. 

Proceedings the New Jersey Historical Society. Vol. No. 
Newark, 1851. the Society. 


The minutes the Board Officers and Council the So- 
ciety, their last meeting, were read. 

The Society then proceeded the nomination and election 
Treasurer, pro and Mr. Trego was nominated and 


elected. 
Pending nominations, Nos. 256 261, and new nomina- 
tion, No. 262, were read. 


Stated Meeting, September 19. 


Present, seventeen members. 


Dr. Bacue, Vice-President, the Chair. 


Letters were read:— 

From the Etat Major the Corps Mining Engineers 
Russia, dated St. Petersburg, February, 1851; 
from Charles Rafn, Secretary the Royal Society 
Northern Antiquaries, dated Copenhagen, June 1851; from 
Derrick, Esq., Acting Secretary State, dated Wash- 
ington, 14th August, 1851; from Drs. Gould and 
Storer, acting pursuance the will the late Dr. Amos 
Binney, all announcing donations the Society’s library: 
and— 

From the Royal Society London, dated Somerset House, 
June 25, 1851, acknowledging the receipt No. the 
Proceedings this Society. 
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The following donations were 


FOR THE LIBRARY. 

Antiquarisk Tidsskrifi, udgivet det Kongelige Nordiske Oldskrift- 
Royal Society Northern Antiquaries, Copenhagen. 

Abstract the Report the Royal Society Northern Antiquaries 
Copenhagen, the General Anniversary Meeting, 15th Febru- 

Guide Northern the Royal Society Northern 
Antiquaries Copenhagen. for the use English 
Readers the Right Honourable, the Earl 
don, the Earl Ellesmere. 

Annales l’Observatoire Physique Central Russie: par 
ordre Majesté Nicolas sous les auspices 
Comte Wrontchenko, Ministre des Finances, Chef 
Corps des Ingénieurs des Mines. Par Directeur 
Physique Central. Année, 1847. Nos. 
St. Petersbourg, 1850. 4to.—From the Etat Major the Corps 
Mining Engineers Russia. 

Philosophical Transactions the Royal Society London, for the 

Proceedings the Royal Society. Vol. VI. London, 
1851. the same. 

Journal the Royal Geographical Society London. Vol. XX. 
Part London, the Society. 

Monthly Notices the Royal Astronomical Society. Vol. XI. No. 
June London. the Society. 

Executive Documents, Session 31st Congress, 1849-50. vols. 

Senate Journal, 

Do. Do. Miscellaneous, 

Senate Reports, 

House Journal, 

Miscellaneous Documents, 

From the Department State, Washington. 

Plates Magnetical and Meteorological Observations made the 
Girard College, Philadelphia, 1840-45. Session 28th Con- 
gress, 1844-5. Washington. the same. 
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Proceedings the Boston Society Natural History, from Jan. 
May 21,1851. Boston. the Society. 

The American Journal Science and Arts. Second Series. Vol. 
XII. No. 35. New Haven. Profs. 
Silliman and Dana, Editors. 

The Medical News and No. 105. Sept. 1851. 
Philadelphia. Blanchard Lea. 

The Plough, the Loom and the Anvil. Vol. No. 
tember, 1851. Philadelphia. 8vo.—From Skinner, Esq. 
Editor. 

Deposition Richard Taylor, respecting the Asphaltum Mine 
Hillsborough, the county Albert and province New Bruns- 
wick. Supreme Court, Halifax, Nova Scotia. Abraham Gesner 
Halifax Gas Light Company. Philadelphia, 
From Richard Taylor. 

The Terrestrial Air-breathing Mollusks the United States and the 
adjacent Territories North America: described and illustrated 
Amos Binney. Edited Augustus Gould. Vols. 
Boston, 1851. 8vo.—From Drs. Gould and 
Storer, pursuance the Will the late Dr. Binney. 

Annals the Lyceum Natural History New York. Vol. 
No. May, New York. the Lyceum. 


Mr. Lea announced the death James Fenimore Cooper, 
member this Society, who died Cooperstown, Y., 
the 14th the present month, aged sixty-two. 

Dr. Bache announced the death Peter Pedersen, mem- 
ber this Society, who died Copenhagen, August 16, 1851, 
nearly eighty years age. 

Mr. Peale, the name the Officers and Clerks the 
Mint, presented the Society medal Dr. Robert 
Patterson, silver gilt, presented them Dr. Patterson, 
late Director the Mint. Mr. Peale read the proceedings 
the officers the Mint the occasion the retirement Dr. 
Patterson from the office, with his reply, and explained the 
character the medal and the devices thereon. 

Mr. Lea read the following correspondence between himself 
and Prof. Agassiz, relation the observations Mr. Lea 
the Anatomy the Naiades, laid before the Society the 
21st March last. 
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Cambridge, 26th July, 1851. 

Dear ought long ago have answered your letter re- 
specting the Naiades, but pressing engagements have made im- 
possibility for attend correspondence for some time past. 
Moreover, did not fully understand the drift your claim, and con- 
scious duly appreciating the real value your investigations 
the history that highly interesting group mollusks, did not 
occur that you could suspect even accidental neglect 
your observations. There cannot single naturalist all con- 
versant with that subject, who has not read and studied your nume- 
rous and highly valuable papers the fresh water and land shells, 
well the fossils. But find from the proceedings the Ameri- 
can Philosophical Society, that there such apprehension 
part. Let therefore say, what you might have already suspected, 
even from the very short abstract communication published 
the proceedings the Boston Natural History Society, that ob- 
ject investigating the structure Naiades has been very different 
from you will await the publication paper, you will 
satisfy yourself that know exactly who has first observed this 
that fact respecting the organization these animals, and that give 
every body due credit for what has done. But have been testing 
the peculiarities structure the Naiades with the view finding 
new characters for classifying, rather them into genera. 
Whether the facts alluded were known not, matter 
consequence this point view, though many the points alluded 
have not been noticed before, you will perceive read- 
ing paper which soon appear; and use generic cha- 
racters, dividing the Naiades into many genera, you will find 
do, peculiarities which have never been used such, you will, 
doubt, acknowledge that have introduced new characters the 
classification these animals, and, believe, greatly improved 
their natural arrangement. You will, indeed, find that use ge- 
neric characters, peculiarities which you have considered having 
other importance than that affording additional facilities for the 
distinction species; characters which, your opinion, cannot even 
employed distinguishing natural groups, since even your 
latest synopsis they are nowhere introduced such. You will see 
moreover, that, whether right wrong another question, 
have been led the use those very characters, most instances, 
separate from one another species which you have united form- 
ing natural divisions, and bring together species which you have 
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separated. arrangement now stands, diflers much can 
from yours; but should feel very happy meets your appro- 
bation when published, and you are then fully satisfied you 
seem now be, that there difference between the final result 
your observations and mine. 

anxious that nobody should draw incorrect inferences 
from your communication the Philosophical Society, beg you will 
read this letter that learned society, and you have sent abroad 
separate copies your notice, the favour have many 
copies letter struck off, and direct also your friends. 

trust this explanation will satisfy you that the last man 
willing appropriate himself the observations others, and re- 
main, before, 

Your sincere friend, 
AGASSIZ. 
Lea, Philadelphia. 


Philadelphia, July 29, 1851. 

Dear Sir,—I yesterday received your letter 26th, and beg 
assure you that will read the Philosophical Society, you 
request. Our next meeting takes place the 15th August, and 
town then, shall not fail read Will you permit 
say that not have entirely understood communica- 
tion the Society? object was simply reclaim some dis- 
coveries made long since me, which, the report the Boston 
Natural History Society, are given the result investigations re- 
cently made attributed this, course, inadvertence 
your part, but was nevertheless due myself claim what con- 
sider the result own labours. What you say your 
letter, regarding your own investigations and your intention estab- 
lish new anatomical system classification, different from that 
system, founded the calcareous envelope the animal, meets 
hearty concurrence. When understood, some time since, that 
you were making examinations for that purpose, was rejoiced 
find that you, who were skilful and experienced every branch 
comparative anatomy, were giving your analytical powers toa 
group natural history which had delighted for many years; 
but which, unhappily, could not give the time requisite addi- 
tional labour minute dissection. supposing that could have 
any possible objection your working the same field, your 
forming different and more natural system, founded the soft 
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parts the animal, you have entirely misunderstood me. What 
had done, many years since, investigating the structure the 
Naiades, induced then believe—and have never since changed 
opinion—that the best natural arrangement existed the difference 
structure the oviducts. 

Nothing could give more pleasure than having co-labourers, 
able and masterly like yourself, this most interesting subject. 
have intended, for some years past, take advantage first 
leisure publish extensive monograph our all the light 
assistance which could acquire, from all zoologists, would 
most desirable me, and who, comparative anatomy, could 
well aid such illustration yourself, distinguished this wide 
field research? assured that when your memoir the struc- 
ture and classification this interesting group mollusks shall 
published, that shall consider great advance this branch 
zoology. 

You will see, what have said above, that you have misunder- 
stood entirely supposing that could, for one moment, have the 
slightest objection your making any arrangement system that 
your great experience and good judgment might dictate. you will 
look again reclamation, you will see that simply desired 
retain the credit published observations, which 
recently stated new, the report the Boston Society Natural 
History, inadvertently, hoped, your claim nothing more 
whatever, and trust that you will continue your labours without in- 
termission, until you shall have accomplished the memoir you are en- 
gaged in, and which you are able complete. 

repeat that will read your letter the American Philosophical 
Society, and the same time will explain what have said above, 
expressing hope that you will soon finish your examinations, and 
give science the result. But sure, reflection, you will ex- 
cuse from printing and distributing your letter, which relates 
points which not differ, scarcely touching the simple fact 
the reclamation, which all contend for. 

Hoping, dear sir, that all this you will concur with me, 

very sincerely and truly yours, 
ISAAC LEA. 
Prof. Cambridge, Mass. 


Pending nominations, Nos. 256 262, inclusive, were 
read. 


Stated October 
Present, thirteen members. 
Dr. President, the Chair. 


Letters were 

From the Corporation the University Cambridge, Mas- 
sachusetts, dated Harvard College, Cambridge, July 16, 1851, 
acknowledging the receipt the Proceedings this Society, 
No. 46: and— 

From Quetelet, Secretary the Royal Academy Sci- 
ence, Letters and the Fine Arts, Belgium, dated Brussels, 
14th September, 1851, announcing the transmission dona- 
tion this Society. 

The following donations were 


FOR THE LIBRARY. 


Quarterly Journal the Geological Society. Vol. VII. No. 27. 
August London. the Society. 

Journal the Franklin Institute. Third Series. Vol. XXII. No. 
September, 1851. Philadelphia. 8vo.—From the Institute. 
American Journal the Medical Sciences. No. XLIV. New Series. 
October, 1851. Philadelphia. the Editor, Dr. Isaac 

Hays. 

The Medical News and Library. Vol. IX. No. 106. Oct. 1851. 
Philadelphia. Blanchard Lea. 

Manual for Attendants Hospitals for the Insane. John Cur- 
wen, M.D., Superintendent and Physician the Pennsylvania 
State Lunatic Hospital. Philadelphia, the 
Author. 

The Field Practice laying out Circular Curves for Rail Roads. 
John Trautwine, Civil Engineer. Philadelphia. 1851.— 
From the Author. 


Pending nominations, Nos. 256 262, inclusive, were 
read. 
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Stated Meeting, October 17. 
Present, twenty members. 


Dr. President, the Chair. 


Mr. Isaac Hazlehurst, recently elected member the So- 
ciety, was presented and took his seat. 

Letters were 

From the Royal Academy Sciences Berlin, dated 15th 
August, 1850, and 15th August, 1851, announcing donations 
the Society. 

The following donations were announced:— 


FOR THE LIBRARY. 


Abhandlungen der Akademie der Wissenschaften 
Berlin. Jahrgang, 1848 und 1849. 4to. Berlin, 1850, 
the Royal Academy Sciences Berlin. 

Monatsbericht der Preuss. Akademie der Wissenschaften 
Berlin. July, 1849, June, 1851. Berlin. the 
same. 

Preface. Voyage Ouaday, par Cheykh Mohammed 
Taunsy. Traduit par Dr. Perron, &c. 
Preface par Jomard. Paris, 1851. the Au- 
thor. 

Proceedings the Boston Society Natural History. sheet. 
Journal the Franklin Institute. Third Series. Vol. XXII. No. 

October, 1851. Philadelphia. 8vo.—From the Institute. 

The African Repository. Vol. October, 1851. 
Washington. 8vo.—From the American Colonization Society. 

Electro-Magnetic Telegraph Case. Circuit Court the United 
States: Eastern District Pennsylvania: 
French al. versus Henry Rogers al. vols. 
Philadelphia, September, 1851.—From George Harding, Esq. 

Essay the Classification Nemertes and preceded 
some general considerations the Primary Divisions the 
Animal Kingdom. Charles Girard. 8vo.—From the 

The Plough, the Loom and the Anvil. October, 
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Judge Kane made verbal communication relative the 
American Expedition search Sir John Franklin. 


The American party, after passing the water” Baffin’s 
bay, passed violent storm Lancaster sound, and thence Wel- 
lington point nearly the same latitude which Sir James 
Ross thought had found magnetic pole. The Americans deter- 
mined frozen into the pack ice, able take advan- 
tage its breaking the spring, prosecute their expedition 
northward. ‘The result was, that few days after being frozen in, 
the ice broke loose from the shores and floated northward with the 
vessels. North lat. 75° they saw the line the western coast 
Greenland, trending and line high cliffs, extending be- 
yond the sight. the left, the shores Cornwallis’ island were 
seen. ‘They landed different points, and found renewed traces 
the march parties Sir John Franklin’s men. this lati- 
tude, the south wind, which had hitherto carried them northward, 
ceased, and they were slowly drifted with the ice, for nearly nine 
months, down Wellington channel, and were last released from the 
ice latitude easily reached navigators almost all seasons 
proving southerly current running from lat. 75° into the 
Atlantic, the rate least four miles per day. Judge con- 
cluded giving reasons for believing that Sir John Franklin had 
reached this open sea, south the west coast Greenland, and that 
least some his party may still survive. 


The Society then proceeded ballot for candidates for mem- 


bership. 

The Committee Finance reported that the accounts the 
late ‘Treasurer had been examined and found correct: and that 
the newly elected Treasurer had given bond, with sureties, 
for the faithful performance the duties his office. 

All other business having been transacted, the ballot boxes 
were opened the presiding officer, and the following named 
gentlemen declared duly elected members the So- 

Joun New York. 

James Dunpas, Philadelphia. 

Isaac Davis, Philadelphia. 


Stated Meeting, November 
Present, twenty-five members. 
Dr. Bacue, Vice-President, the Chair. 
‘ 


Letters were read:— 

From Professor Zantedeschi, dated Padua, 10th September, 
1851; from John Leconte, dated New York, October 26, 1851; 
and from Edward Hallowell, dated Philadelphia, November 
1851; severally acknowledging the receipt notice their 
election members this Society. 

The following donations were announced 


FOR THE LIBRARY. 


Archives Muséum d’Histoire Naturelle: par les Profes- 
Tome V.; Livraisons, Paris. 4to.—From the Museum 
Natural History, Paris. 

Muséum d’Histoire Naturelle Paris. Catalogue Collection 
Entomologique: classe d’Insectes, Ordre des pre- 
miére deuxiéme livraisons. Catalogue Methodique Col- 
lection des Reptiles: livraison. Paris, 1850-51. 
From the same. 

Journal Asiatique. Serie. Tome 1851. 
the Asiatic Societu Paris. 

Quarterly Journal the Chemical Society. No. Oct. 
1,1851. London. the Society. 

Memoirs the Royal Astronomical Society. Vol. XIX; being the 
quarto half volume for the session 1849-50. London, 1851. 
4to.— From the Society. 

Monthly Notices the Royal Astronomical Society. Vol. Nov. 
1849, June, 1850. London. the same. 

Contributions Astronomy and Geodesy forming part Vol. XX. 
the Memoirs the Royal Astronomical Society. Thomas 
Maclear, Esq., Her Majesty’s Astronomer the Cape Good 
Hope. London, the same. 


Dell’ Origine Progresso della Fisica Sperimentale, nell’ 


Archiginnasio Padovano: Prelezione del Professore Fisica, 
Ab. Francesco Caval. Zantedeschi, membro del Reale Instituto 
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Veneto: letta nel Novembre, 1850. Venezia, 
From the Author. 

Giornale Fisico-chimico Italiano, ossia raccolta scritti risguardanti 
Fisica Chimica degl’ Italiani. Puntata Venezia, 
Prof. Zantedeschi. 

The American Journal Science and Arts. Second Series. 
Silliman and Dana, Editors. 

Report the Commissioner Patents, for the Year 1850. 
Arts and Manufactures. Washington, 1851. 8vo.—From the 
Hon. Thomas Ewbank, Commissioner Patents. 

The Dispensatory the United States America. George 
Wood, M.D. Professor the Theory and Practice Medicine 
the University Pennsylvania, &c. &c. and Franklin Bache, 
M.D. Professor Chemistry the Jefferson Medical College 
Philadelphia, &c. &c. Ninth Edition, carefully revised. 
delphia, Dr. Franklin Bache. 

History the Massachusetts General Hospital. Bow- 
ditch. Boston, 1851. the Author. 

Historia Mejico, desde los primeros movimientos que prepararon 
independencia 1808, hasta epoca presente. Por 
Lucas Alaman. Parte Mexico, 1851. 
the Author. 

The Medical News and Library. Vol. No. November, 
1851. Philadelphia. Blanchard Lea. 


Mr. Lea announced the death Richard Taylor, mem- 
ber this Society, who died the 26th ultimo, the age 
sixty-two. Mr. Lea gave account the life the deceased, 
and the services which had rendered literature and 


geological science. 


rarely have announce greater loss science than 
has sustained the death Richard Cowling Taylor, the eminent 
Geologist and Mining Engineer, which occurred his residence 
this city, the 26th sudden decease, the midst active 
professional employment, and scientific pursuits the highest order, 
has deprived this branch knowledge our country one its 
brightest ornaments and most useful labourers. Early educated, 
thorough manner, his profession, his own country, England, 
soon acquired knowledge Geology and Mine which 
brought him connexion with the best science the country, and 
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was made associate the Geological Society London, and 
other learned institutions Great Britain. Immediately his quit- 
ting his studies was the practice his profession, and 
lent his services the Ordnance Survey Great Britain, the 
British Company, &c. &c. While engaged South Wales 
made report this company, which drew the general attention 
men science him, and particularly regard the 
model part the coal and iron district South Wales. This 
model caused the Gold Isis Medal conferred upon him the 
Arts” London. was the first model the kind 
which had been executed, and drew much attention that Sir 
Francis Chantry had copy made for Dr. Buckland. 

1831, Mr. Taylor came this country, and resided some years 
Philadelphia, this State. Shortly afier, was engaged ina 
survey the coal field Tioga county, and, subsequently, the 
western district the southern coal field Pennsylvania, Dauphin 
county. the latter made model, which, point scientific 
exactness and artistical excellence, has not, believed, ever been 
surpassed, has ever been equalled, embracing, does, the exact 
geology and topography miles 15, the length being feet. 
From the time Mr. Taylor’s arrival this country until his death, 
was actively employed either the field, under professional en- 
gagements, his table, perfecting his observations, and giving 
them the form most valuable contributions the science ge- 
ology, the journals and transactions our learned societies. His 
engagements most the mineral districts the United States, and 
many cases beyond the limits the States, produced professional 
reports such character remain models worthy all praise 
and imitation. They were universally marked character 
thorough and candid induced the most unbounded confidence 
all who sought his professional assistance. 

Mr. Taylor’s first literary production was learned work, entitled 
Index Monasticus,” vol. folio, which met with much favour 
induce him undertake another learned work, called Gene- 
ral Index Dugdale’s Monasticon Anglicanum,” vol. folio, with 
maps and plates. the transactions the Geological Society 
London, and the Magazine Natural History, published va- 
rious geological papers, viz: the Crag Strata Bramerton; 
the Chalk Strata Norfolk and Suffolk; the Progress Geo- 
logy Introduction Geology; Illustrations Antediluvian Zoology 
and Botany. Inthe American Scientific Journals—Geological posi- 
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tion certain beds, which contain numerous Fossil Marine Plants 
Mifflin county, the Transition and Secondary Coal Formations 
Pennsylvania; Existence Ancient Lake Mifflin county 
Coal Field Blossburg; Bituminous Coal field near Richmond, Va.; 
Section (250 miles) Virginia and Maryland; The Copper Region, 
Gibara Cuba; Fossil Plants Dauphin county Coal Notes 
Indian mounds and Earthworks; and other minor papers. 

Mr. Taylor’s great work, however, his Statistics Coal,” 
published this vol. 8vo. pp. 754, 1848. ‘This was 
the result the labours long life—facts stored with the most 
unremitting care, and digested with order worthy all praise. 
The reviewers England and this country gave their highest ap- 
proval and unstinted commendation. The Edinburgh Review con- 
sidered his inquiries have been extended with marvellous industry 
and perseverance every part the globe.” The Journal the 
Franklin Institute stated that could scarcely thought possible that 
one individual could have collected such mass facts. 
Merchant’s Magazine stated its notice, that “on kindred subject, 
has more complete and perfect treatise ever been produced.” 

The services Mr. Taylor economic geology and geo- 
logy naturally attracted the attention learned bodies him, and 
accordingly find him member the Geological Society Lon- 
don, the American Philosophical Society, the Academy Natural 
Sciences, the Geological Society Pennsylvania, the Franklin Insti- 
tute, &c. this city, and the American Association for the Advance- 
ment Science. all these Societies his loss will deeply de- 
plored, and his more intimate friends feel that his place cannot 
easily filled, when ripe judgment, mature experience, and accurate 
knowledge are required the scope those sciences which culti- 
vated. 


Dr. Bache announced the death Don Manuel Godoy, 
member this Society, who died Paris, the 7th ultimo, 
the 86th year his age. 

New nominations, Nos. 263, 264 and 265, were read. 


Stated Meeting, November 21. 


Present, twenty members. 


Vice-President, the Chair. 


Drs. Edward Hallowell and Elisha Kane, newly elected 
members, were presented the presiding officer, and took 
their seats. 

Letters were read:— 

From Lieut. Col. Edward Sabine, dated Woolwich, October 
20, 1851, announcing donation the 

From Prescott, dated Boston, November 15, 1851, 
presenting, the part the author, the volume Don 
Lucas Alaman’s History Mexico, which volume had not 
been previously received: and— 

From Isaac Davis, dated Philadelphia, November 21, 
1851, acknowledging the receipt notice his election 
member this Society. 

The following donations were 


FOR THE LIBRARY. 


Historia Mejico, desde los primeros movimientos que prepararon 
independencia 1808, hasta epoca presente. Por 
Don Lucas Alaman. Mexico, 1850. 8vo.—From 
Prescott, for Don Lucas Alaman. 

Meteorological Register for twelve years, from 1831 1842, inclu- 
sive: compiled from observations made Officers the Medical 
Department the Army, the Military Posts the United 
States. Prepared under the direction Brevet Brig. Gen. Thos. 
Lawson, Surgeon General Army. Washington, 1851. 
General Lawson. 

Journal the Franklin Institute. Third Series. Vol. 
November, 1851. Philadelphia. the Institute. 

The African Repository. Vol. XXVII. November, 1850. 
Washington. 8vo.—From the American Colonization Society. 

Progress Medicine during the first half the 

being Introductory Lecture the Spring Session the Phila- 

delphia College delivered March 17, 1851. 


230 


James Bryan, M.D. Professor Institutes and Medical Jurispru- 
dence. Philadelphia, the Author. 

Historical Sketch Surgery, from the Revival Literature the 
end the Seventeenth Century: being Introductory Lecture 
James Bryan, M.D. Geneva, 1851.—From the same. 

Letters the Resources and Commerce Philadelphia; from Job 
Tyson William Peter, Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul for 
Pennsylvania. With Mr. Peter’s answer prefixed. Philadelphia, 
1851. the Author. 

Moral Education. Lecture delivered New Bedford, Aug. 16, 
1842, before the American Institute Instruction. George 
Emerson, President the Institute. Boston, 1842. 
From James Barclay, Esq. 

The Plough, the Loom and the Novem- 


Dr. Boyé exhibited, for the inspection the Society, speci- 
men Iron Pyrites, containing some Copper Pyrites, and 
about per cent. Nickel, from the “Gap Lan- 
caster county, Pennsylvania. mineral has peculiar co- 


lour and lustre. 

The proceedings the Board Officers and Council their 
last meeting, were read. 

Mr. Trego stated that there are certain instruments and arti- 
cles apparatus belonging the Society, the possession 
individuals, the lending which there does not appear 
have been any record made: Whereupon was resolved, 
motion Mr. Fraley, that the Curators and Librarian re- 
quested prepare catalogue the apparatus belonging 
the Society, and reclaim such articles may not now 
possession the Society. 

Mr. Peale, one the Curators, informed the Society, that 
Mr. Jacob Morris had proposed arrange the collection 
coins and medals belonging the Society, and had obtained 
the sanction the Curators for that purpose. 

Pending nominations, Nos. 263, 264 and 265, and new 
nominations, Nos. 266, 267 and 268, were read. 
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Stated Meeting, December 


Present, twenty-one members. 


Dr. Vice-President, the Chair. 


Letters were 

From the Royal Academy Sciences Stockholm, dated 
November, 1849, and 10th and 18th October, 1850, accom- 
panying donations for the Library and Cabinet the So- 

From the Royal Institute Sciences, Belles Lettres and 
Arts, the Netherlands, dated Amsterdam, Sept. 1851, 
announcing donation the Society’s 

From Edward John Tilt, M.D. London, dated Oct. 30, 
1851, accompanying present the Society two medical 

From the Academy Natural Sciences, Philadelphia, 
dated 10th October, 1851, acknowledging the receipt the 
last published number the Society’s Proceedings. 


The following donations were 


FOR THE LIBRARY. 


Kongl. Vetenskaps Akademiens Handlingar, 1847, och 1848. 
Sciences Stockholm. 

Ofversigt Vetenskaps Akademiens 7—10. 
1848, 1849. Stockholm, the same. 

Technologiens Framsteg till Kongl. Vetenskaps 
Akademien, afgifven den Mars, 1842, 1843, 1844—1846, 
Pasch. Stockholm. the same. 

Botaniska Arbeten och for aren 1843, 
1844, till Kongl. Vetenskaps Akademien, afgifna den Mars, 
1843, 1844, Joh. Em. Wilkstrém. 
the same. 

Framstegen Kemi, under 1847, 1848, afgifven 
till Kongl. Vetenskaps Akademien, Svanberg. 
holm, 1849, the same. 

Sak-och Nam-Register ofver alla Berzelius till Kongl. Vetenskaps 
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Wiemer. Stockholm, 1850. the same. 

Tal vid nedlaggande uti Kongl. Vetenskaps Akade- 
mien, den April, 1849, Svanberg. Stockholm, 1849. 
From the same. 

Verhandelingen der Eerste Klasse van het Koninklijk-Nederlandsche 
Instituut van Schoone Kunsten 
Amsterdam. Derde Reeks. Vierde Deel. Amsterdam, 1851. 
the Royal Netherlands Institute Science, Belles 
Lettres and Arts. 

Tijdschrift voor Wis-en Natuurkundige Wetenschappen, uitgegeven 
door Eerste Klasse van het Koninklijk Nederlandsche Instituut 
van Wetenschappen, Letterkunde Schoone Kunsten. 
same. 

Proceedings the New Jersey Historical Society. Vol. VI. No. 
1851. the Society. 

Proceedings the Academy Natural Sciences Philadelphia. 
Vol. September and October, 1851. 
the Academy. 

Memoir Samuel George Morton, M.D., late President the 


Academy Natural Sciences Philadelphia. Charles 
Meigs, M.D. Read November 1851, and published direc- 
tion the Academy. Philadelphia, 1851. the 


same. 

the Diseases Menstruation and Ovarian Inflammation, con- 
nexion with Sterility, Pelvic Tumours, and Affections the 
Womb. Edward John Tilt, M.D., Physician the Farring- 
don General Dispensatory, &c. &c. London, 
From the Author. 

the Preservation the Health Women the Critical Periods 
Life. Tilt, M.D., Senior Physician the Farringdon 
General Dispensary and Lying-in-Hospital, &c. &c. London, 
1851. 8vo.—From the same. 

the Genus D’Orbigny, Fresh Water Lamellibranchia. 
Isaac Lea. (Journal Acad. Nat. Sci. Philad., Nov. 1851). 
4to.—From the Author. 

Obituary Notice Richard Taylor. Isaac Lea. (Proc. Acad. 
Nat. Sci. Philad. Vol. No. the same. 
Physical Education: the only Solid Foundation Moral and Intel- 

lectual Culture and Development: Address delivered before 
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the Linnean Association Pennsylvania College, Gettysburg, 
Pennsylvania, the Annual Commencement, Sept. 19, 1851. 
Washington Atlee, M.D., Professor Medical Chemistry 
the Medical Department Pennsylvania College. Gettysburg, 
1851. Prof. Stoever. 

The Life William Penn; with Selections from his Correspondence 
and Autobiography. Samuel Janney. Philadelphia, 1852. 
the Author. 

New Method Calculating the Contents Excavations and 
Embankments, the aid John Trautwine, 
Civil Engineer. Philadelphia, 1851.—From the Author. 


FOR THE CABINET. 
Silver Medal, struck the Royal Academy Sciences Stock- 
holm, memory the Baron Berzelius bearing his effigy, with 


devices and the Royal Academy Sciences, 
Stockholm. 


Mr. Justice called the attention the members para- 
graph Arthur Young’s Travels France, published Dub- 
lin, 1793, which the author describes mode commu- 
nicating ideas means electricity, through alphabet 
indicated the movements the electrometer. According 
Mr. Young, this was invention Mons. Lomond, 
Paris, and practised him October, 1787. 

The Treasurer presented his report, which was read and re- 
ferred the Committee Finance. 

The Committee Publication presented their annual re- 
port. 

communication was offered for the Magellanic Pre- 
mium. 

Pending nominations, Nos. 263 268, inclusive, and new 
nomination, No. 269, were read. 
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Stated Meeting, December 19. 
Present, nineteen members. 
Dr. President, the Chair. 


letter was read:— 

From Rear Admiral Don Juan José Martinez, dated Madrid, 
May 1851, announcing donation from him the Library 
the Society. 

The following donations were announced:— 


FOR THE LIBRARY. 


Observations made the Magnetical and Meteorological Observatory 
the Cape Good Hope. Printed order Her Majesty’s 
Government, under the superintendence Lieut. Col. Edward 
Sabine, the Royal Artillery. Vol. Magnetical Observations, 
1841 1846: with abstracts the Observations from 1841 
1850, inclusive. 4to.—From the British Go- 
vernment, through Col. Sabine. 

Contributions Astronomy and Geodesy forming part Vol. XX. 
the Memoirs the Royal Astronomical Society. Thomas 
Maclear, Esq., F.R.A.S., Her Majesty’s Astronomer the 
Cape Good Hope. Printed the expense the Board 
Admiralty. London, 1851. the same. 

Monthly Notices the Royal Astronomical Vol. XI. No. 
Supplement. London. the Society. 

Annals the Lyceum Natural History New York. Vol. 
No. September, 1851. New York. the 
Lyceum. 

Catalogue the Library Harvard University, Cambridge, 
Massachusetts. vols., including supplement 1834. Cam- 
bridge, 1830, the President and Fellows 
Harvard College, Harris, the Librarian, through 
Dr. Elwyn. 

Proceedings the Academy Natural Sciences Philadelphia, (not 
previously received). Vol. Nos. 10, 11, 12, 
with Title page and Index. Vol. Nos. 9,10. 
Philadelphia. 8vo.—From the Academy. 

First and Second Supplements the Catalogue Books belonging 
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the Library Company Philadelphia. Philadelphia, 1844, 
the Library Company. 

Diccionario Marino, Ingles-Espaiiol Espaiiol-Ingles, para uso del 
Collegio Naval. Por Jefe Escuadra Armada, Don 
Juan José Martinez Espinosa Tacon, Comandante General 
Artilleria Infanteria Marina, &c. &c. Madrid, 
1849. vols. 8vo.— From the Author. 

Coleccion completa para los usos Navegacion As- 
tronomica Nautica. Por Capitan Navio que fué 
Armada, Don Juan José Mendoza Rios, Real Sociedad 
Londres. Edicion Esterotipica, corregida aumentada, dis- 
puesta por Gefe Escuadra, Don Juan José Martinez Espi- 
nosa Tacon, Sociedad Filosofia Americana, Comandante 
General Artilleria Marina, &c. &c. Primera 
tirada. Madrid, 1850. 4to.—From Don Juan José Martinez. 

The African Repository. Vol. XXVII. December, 1851. 
Washington. the American Colonization Society. 

The Medical News and Library. Vol. IX. December, 
1851. Philadelphia. Blanchard Lea. 

The Plough, the Loom and the Anvil. No.6. 
ber, 1851. Philadelphia. the Editor, Skin- 
ner, Esq. 

Collection Pamphlets, number, containing Public Docu- 
ments the Cities Boston and Roxbury: Reports the New 
England and Perkins Institution for the Blind the Directors 
the Western Rail Road; Harvard College: Registration 
Births, Marriages and Deaths Massachussetts, from May 
1848, January 1850: with sundry Pamphlets Insanity 
and other Medical Dr. Edward Jarvis. 


Dr. Dunglison announced the death the Rev. Charles 
Gutzlaff, member this Society, who died Canton, 
China, the 9th August, 1851, the forty-eighth year 
his age. 

Prof. Bache made oral communication the sub- 
ject the tides the Gulf Mexico. 

The Committee Finance reported that they had examined 
the accounts the Treasurer, and found them correct. 
the recommendation this Committee, the following appro- 
priations were made for the current fiscal year. 

VOL. 


Proceedings, 

General account, 


$1300 
Pending nominations, Nos. 263 269, inclusive, and new 
nomination, No. 270, were read. 


Stated Meeting, January 1852. 
Present, fifteen members. 


Dr. Parrerson, President, the Chair. 


The judges and clerks the election held this day, reported 
the election the following officers the 


President. 
Robert Patterson. 


Dr. Franklin Bache, 
Alexander Dallas Bache, 
Hon. John Kane. 


Secretaries. 
Dr. Robley Dunglison, 
John Frazer, 
Charles Trego, 
Otis Kendall. 


Members the Council for Three Years. 
Thomas Biddle, 
Isaac Lea, 
Hartman Kuhn, 
Alfred Elwyn, 
For one year, place Hembel, deceased. 
Dr. Isaac Hays. 
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Curators. 
Franklin Peale, 
John Cresson, 
Fisher Longstreth. 


Treasurer. 


Charles Trego. 


letter was 

From the Secretaries the Literary and Philosophical So- 
ciety Manchester, dated Nov. 27, 1851, transmitting thanks 
for Nos. and the Proceedings this Society. 

The following donations were announced 


FOR THE LIBRARY. 


Transactions the Royal Society Edinburgh. Vol. 
and with Vol. XIX. Part containing the Results the 
Makerstoun Magnetical and Meteorological Observations for 1845, 
1846. Edinburgh. the Society. 

Proceedings the Royal Society Edinburgh. Vol. II. No. 
Vol. No. 41. December, 1849, March, 
burgh. the same. 

Report General Sir Thomas Makdougal Brisbane, Baronet, &c. 
&c. the completion the publication the Observations made 
his Observatory Makerstoun. John Allan Broun, late 
Director the Observatory. Edinburgh, 1850. 4to.—From 
the same. 

Proceedings the Royal Irish Academy, for the Year 1850-51. 

Journal the Ethnological Society London. Vol. 1848. Vol. 
If. 1850. London and Edinburgh. the Society. 

Remarks the Nature, Objects and Evidences Ethnological Sci- 
ence: Address read the Ethnological Society, Con- 
versazione Wednesday, June 1851. Richard Cull, 
Fellow and Honorary Secretary the Ethnological Society. 
London. 8vo.—From the same. 

Elementa Fisica Generale Sperimentale, uso delle Regie Scuole 
Filosofia, Botto, Professore Fisica Generale Speri- 
mentale nella Universita Torino, &c. &c. ‘Torino, 1850. 
8vo.—From the Author. 

Catechismo Agrologico, ossia Principii Scienza applicata all’ Agri- 
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coltura, del Botto, Prof. nella Universita Torino, 
the same. 

Monthly Notices the Royal Astronomical Society. Vol. XI. 
233 248, with Title Page and Index. London, 1851. 8vo.— 
From the Society. 

Proceedings the Boston Society Natural History. Nov. 1851. 
to96. Boston. the Society. 

American Journal Science and Arts. Second Series. No. 37. 
January, 1852. New Haven. Profs. Silliman 
and Dana, Editors. 

Journal the Franklin Institute. Third Series. Vol. 
Dec. 1851. Philadelphia. 8vo.—From the Institute. 

the Progress Recent Science: Lecture Introductory the 
Course Practice Medicine. Mitchell, M.D. Profes- 
sor the Jefferson Medical College Philadelphia: Delivered 
November Philadelphia. the Author. 

Quarterly Journal the Geological Society. Vol. VII. No. 28. 
Nov. 1851. London. 8vo.—From the Society. 

Nautisches Jahrbuch, oder Ephemeriden und Tafeln fiir 
das Jahr, 1852, und 1853, &c. &c. von Dr. 
Bremiker, Plankammer Inspector Kénigl. Preuss. Minis- 


terium, &c. Berlin, 1850. Dr. 
Jahn. 

General-Register der Bande bis XX. der Astronomischen Nachrich- 
ten. von Jahn, Dr. Philos. Director der 
Astronomischen Gesellschaft Leipzig, &c. Hamburg, 
1851. the same. 


Dr. Franklin Bache announced the death the Hon. Joel 
Poinsett, member this Society, who died December 12, 
1851, the 73d year his age. 

motion, was resolved that Mr. Henry Gilpin re- 
quested prepare obituary notice Mr. Poinsett. 

Pending nominations, Nos. 263 270, inclusive, were 
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Stated January 16. 
Present, twenty-five members. 
Dr. Vice-President, the Chair. 


Letters were 

From the Etat Major the Corps Mining Engineers 
Russia, dated St. Petersburg, July and from the Royal 
Academy Sciences Stockholm, dated Stockholm, Sept. 
20, 1851, both accompanying donations this 

From the Geographical Society London, dated Oct. 28, 
1851; and from the Society Antiquaries, dated Somerset 
House, 24th Nov. 1851, acknowledging the receipt No. 46, 
the Proceedings this Society. 

The following donations were announced:— 


FOR THE LIBRARY. 


Annales Physique Central Russie: Publieés par 
Comte Wrontchenko, Ministre des Finances Chef 
Corps des Ingénieurs des Mines. Par Kupffer, Directeur 
Physique Central. Année, 1848. Nos. 
St. Petersburg, 1851. the Etat Major the Corps 
Mining Engineers Russia. 

Compte Rendu Annuel, adressé Comte Wrontchenko, Minis- 
tre des Finances. Par Directeur Physique 
4to.—From the same. 

holm, 1851. the Royal Academy Sciences, 
Stockholm. 

Ofversigt Kongl. Vetenskaps-Akademiens Sjunde 
Argangen, 1850. Stockholm, the same. 
Botaniska Arbeten och Upptickter for aren 1845, 
1846, 1847 och 1848, till Kongl. Vetenskaps-Akademien afgifna 
den Mars, 1846, 1847, 1848, 1849, Joh. Em. Wik- 
Delen. Stockholm, 1850. the same. 

Framstegen Insekternas, Myriapodernas och Ara- 
chnidernas Natural-historia, for 1847 och 1848, till Veten- 
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skaps-Akademien afgifven Boheman. Stockholm, 1851. 
8vo.—From the same. 

Arsber ttelse Technologiens Framsteg, till Kongl. Vetenskaps- 
Akademien, afgifven den Mars, 1845, Pasch. Stock- 
holm, 1851. the same. 

Beriittelse Framstegen Fysik, under 1849; afgifven till Kongl. 
Vetenskaps-Akademien Edlund. Stockholm, 1851. 8vo.— 
From the same. 

Joh. Paul Thun’s Neues Biicherverzeichnisz; vols. 
Leipzig. 

The African Repository. Vol. XXVIII. No.1. January, 1852. 
Washington. 8vo.—From the American Colonization Society. 

Contributions Conchology. No. 10. Prof. Adams. Am- 
herst College, Mass., Nov. the Author. 

The American Journal the Medical Sciences. No. XLV. New 
Series. January, 1852. Philadelphia. 8vo.—From Dr. Isaac 
Hays, Editor. 

The Medical News and Library. Vol. No. 109. January, 1852. 
Philadelphia. 8vo.—From Blanchard Lea. 


Dr. Franklin Bache announced the death Professor Moses 
Stuart, Andover, Massachusetts, member this Society, 
who died the 4th the present month, the seventy-first 
year his age. 

Mr. Lea presented Table Meteorological Observations 
made Napa-keang, Loo Choo Islands, 1848, Dr. Bettel- 
heim, which was referred Committee, consisting Prof. 
Frazer, Mr. Tilghman and Mr. Lea. 

Prof. Frazer offered the Society Philological Paper, 
Prof. Alexander, Baltimore, entitled Novi An- 
glicani Syngenesiaci which was referred 
Committee, consisting Mr. Trego, Dr. Demmé and Dr. 
Dunglison. 

Mr. Lea read paper the late Richard Taylor, and re- 
marked that was the rough draft memoir intended for 
the Transactions the Society, which Mr. Taylor was en- 
gaged the time his death. the article was not 
finished, nor the map referred prepared, Mr. Lea proposed 
that the memoir its unfinished state should published 
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the Proceedings, precisely the state left Mr. ex- 
cept that the blank references pages the Transactions 
should filled up. With the exception therefore the re- 
ferences, the following given from the manuscript left 
our deceased member. 


Ona Vien Asphaltum Albert County, Pro- 
vince New Brunswick. Richard Taylor. 


the 19th August, 1836, had the honour communicating 
the American Philosophical Society, notice certain veins 
Asphaltum Chapapote, the Island Cuba, together with some 
illustrative diagrams thereon. that time, believe instance had 
been made known the existence true Asphaltum the North 
American continent. Allusion has been slightly made the occur- 
rence some soft variety mineral pitch petroleum Texas, 
but details have reached us. 

only recent times that deposit remarkably pure and 
brilliant asphalte has attracted attention the Province New Bruns- 
wick. Like the Chapapote Cuba, the New Brunswick mineral 
has been commonly spoken species coal, and has been 
shipped and sold the ports the United States and Nova Scotia, 
under that denomination. Some material differences opinion have 
been maintained, even among men acknowledged scientific ac- 
quirements, and while some have asserted its identity with bitumin- 
ous coal, others place the substance among the purest variety as- 
phalte. There are other circumstances, not directly essential the 
object the present communication, which await the decision the 
legal tribunals the provinces, but the principal fact which, the 
first instance, was sought established, the nature, character 
and properties the mineral products found the Hillsborough mine. 

After sufficient investigation the mine, and the geological 
circumstances occurs, there appear exist grounds 
for denominating the mineral contents any other name than As- 
phaltum. 

The evidence from which this conclusion was formed, was detailed 
some length printed document, originating Halifax, S.* 


Supreme Court, Halifax, Abraham Gesner vs. Halifax Gas Light 
Company. Deposition Richard Taylor, respecting the asphaltum mine 
Hillsborough, the County Albert and Province New Brunswick. 
Illustrated map and diagrams, Philadelphia, 1851. 
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the present occasion proceed condense this description, 
seeing that the subject replete with geological interest, and that 
apparently the first Asphaltum vein which has been described 
even discovered the North American continent. 
The examination the Hillsborough mine was made conjunc- 
tion with Professor James Robb, Fredericton College, B., 
May, 1851, and joint report was made that occasion.* 
was once apparent that the mineral substance the Hills- 
borough Albert mine occurs very high angle, which varied 
from nearly perpendicular within degrees verticality. 
Its position the midst formation which consists highly bitu- 
minous calcareous marley shale, which several species ganoid 
fossil fishes, the genus abound. None the usual 
varieties coal vegetation were observed us, but was stated that 
very few obscure traces had been noticed others. 
the progress the geological investigation, was struck with 
the resemblance this deposit those the Asphaltum Chapa- 
pote the Island Cuba, described Vol. VI. the Transactions 
this Society, and its general conformity the configuration shown 
the diagrams there given from admeasurements made the spot. 
The opposite sides walls the Hillsborough vein are very dis- 
similar certain points, yet, intervals, for short distances, they 
are parallel and conformable. 
obvious that the two sides cannot parallel, since the vein, 
like those near Havana, form wedge, whose thinnest edge 
upwards, and enlarging from about foot the outcrop 
feet, some depth below the surface. 
has neither true roof nor has overlying nor under- 
lying fire clay. exhibits coal plants, nor organic traces, 
coal seams. possesses conformable lamination, horizontally 
longitudinally, coal and coal seams. Instead this, the di- 
visional planes are arranged transversely right angles 
the sides the vein, observed was the case the Chapapote 
veins Cuba. 
The conclusion which could not fail arrive from the con- 
sideration these phenomena, was that the New Brunswick vein 
Asphalte occupies line dislocation, anticlinal axis fact, 
which tilted off the bordering strata, opposite directions either 
side, for considerable the amount inclination being reduced 


Joint Geological Report. 
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flattened proportion the increased distance from the central 
line fracture. 

was ascertained, instrumental observation, that this line 
dislocation runs parallel with the Caledonia mountain range, which 
stretches for miles, nearly direction, conformably 
the northern coast the Bay Fundy. Caledonia mountain 
range, must stated, composed trap, basalt, metamorphic 
slates, porphyry, sienite and other plutonic rocks. 

important feature the Hillsborough vein must not over- 
looked. the occasional tendency throw off smaller branches, 
the Asphaltum veins Cuba. One the most remarkable in- 
stances sketched, Fig. the accompanying map; where the 
main vein, after ramifying and after receiving and giving off several 
small branches, reunites one principal vein before. The inter- 
mediate spaces between these branches are occupied slates and 
worthless rock, which disturb the arrangements the miners, and 
are called them horses.” 


Mr. Fraley referred prevalent opinion the coal re- 
gion Schuylkill county, that the veins white ash coal un- 
derlie the red ash veins, which has been confirmed some 
recent explorations St. Clair, that county. 

The Society next proceeded the election Librarian, and 
Mr. Trego was re-elected. 

The following standing committees were elected. 

Lea (Chairman), Mr. Wagner, Mr. Fra- 
ley. 

the Kane (Chairman), Peale, Mr. 
Justice. 

the Library—-Dr. Hays (Chairman), Mr. Campbell, 
Mr. Ord. 

Publication—Mr. Lea (Chairman), Dr. Hays, Mr. 
Francis Fisher. 

list the surviving members the Society was read, 
from which appears that the number the first January, 
1852, was 361, whom are resident the United States 260, 
and foreign countries 101. 

The Society then proceeded ballot for candidates for mem- 
bership. 

All the other business the meeting having been disposed 
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of, the ballot boxes were opened, and the following named can- 
didates were declared the presiding officer have been 
duly elected members the 


Francis Gurney M.D., Philadelphia. 
Joun M.D., Philadelphia. 

Lieut. Henry Davis, Navy. 

Prof. Mil. Acad. West Point. 


